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On March 1, the State Department released its annual report on drug trafficking. According to
the report, in 1989 both production and consumption increased worldwide. It said, "Corruption
undermined enforcement efforts and a number of governments still failed to exhibit a serious
commitment to reducing drug production and trafficking...It also seems clear that worldwide abuse
of illegal drugs is rising." In addition, several countries covered by the study "reported or were
estimated to have more intense drug abuse problems than in previous years." The State Department
suggested drug traffickers were switching some of their efforts from the US market as Washington's
"war on drugs" escalated, to other consumer nations. However, said the report, "It is no comfort
to the US Government that as our drug abuse situation continues to improve, the eyes of the drug
mafias shift to other countries." Of particular concern, said the report, was "dramatic" increase
in global opium production. In Burma, for instance, opium output increased from 1,280 tonnes
in 1988 to 2,625 tonnes 1989 as "Burma suspended all narcotics control programs in 1989, giving
free reign to producers and traffickers." Opium production was also up in Laos and Thailand and
"remains significant" in both Mexico and Guatemala. According to the State Department, none of
the three Andean coca producer nations Bolivia, Colombia and Peru carried out any large-scale
crop eradication program. The report said there were 51,000 ha. under coca cultivation in Bolivia,
compared to 48,500 ha. in 1988. In Colombia, 42,000 ha. were dedicated to coca, compared to 27,000
ha. the previous year. In 1989 in Peru, 119,000 ha. were planted with coca, relative to 110,000 ha. in
1988. The report asserted that a "flagging political will and corruption among officials restricted
progress in a number of major drug producing and trafficking countries." Included among the latter,
said the report, was Bolivia. In 1989, marijuana production continued to decline in Colombia and
Jamaica, while cocaine seizures "were greater than in any previous year" in the US, Latin America
and the Caribbean. Colombia was praised for its "vigorous attack against the cartels, culminating
the year with the successful raid against the organization of Jose Rodriguez Gacha," who died in a
gun battle with Colombian authorities in December. (Basic data from AFP, 03/01/90)
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